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The Naval Postgraduate School
IW Curriculum Objectives
The Master of Science in Systems Engineering degree requirements are:
A minimum of 45 quarter hours of graduate-level work of which at least 15 hours must represent courses at the 4000
level. Graduate courses in at least four different academic disciplines must be included and in two disciplines, a course
at the 4000 level must be included.
An approved sequence of at least three courses constituting advanced specialization in one area must be included. 
In addition to the 45 graduate hours of course work, an acceptable thesis must be completed.
The IW Educational Skill Requirements are:
Information Warfare
Graduates have an in-depth understanding of IW and the related disciplines
Communications/Computer/Information Networks
Graduates have an in-depth understanding of the capabilities, limitations, design and operation of communications,
computers and information networks
Information Systems
Graduates have a systems level understanding of information systems and their vulnerabilities as well as capabilities
Organizational Processes and Structure
Graduates understand the organizational decision process, as well as the structure and other processes of organizations
with emphasis on their vulnerabilities and capabilities
Intelligence
Graduates understand the concepts, principles, methods and capabilities of joint operational intelligence, with
emphasis on the operational requirements levied upon the intelligence community to support IW
IW Integration
Graduates understand the integration of IW as a weapon and its role in modern warfare; understand the integral roles
of electronic attack/support/protect, psychological operations, military deception, OPSEC, physical destruction and
nodal attack in IW; employ real time intelligence, tactics and EW systems; understand the physical principles of
generation, transmission, propagation, reception, processing and suppression of detection and surveillance information
Problem Solving and Practical Applicability
Graduates demonstrate the ability to conduct independent analysis in IW and proficiency in presenting the results in
writing and orally by means of a thesis and command oriented briefings
Joint and Maritime Strategic Planning
Graduates have an understanding of American and world military history and joint maritime planning including the
origins and evolution of national and allied strategy
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